
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 

Response to the Request for Proposal for Legal Counsel  
for the Oversight Board 

 to the Successor Agency to the Maywood Community 
Redevelopment Agency 

 
 
 
 

September 19, 2012 
 
Submitted by: Gonzalez Saggio & Harlan LLP 
    Robert C. Pearman, Of Counsel and Point of Contact 
    3699 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 890 
    Los Angeles, CA  90010 
    Telephone: (213) 487‐1400 
    Fax: (213) 487‐1402 
    Email: Robert_Pearman@gshllp.com 
       

 
 

  Atlanta, GA      Indianapolis, IN     Phoenix, AZ 
  Boca Raton, FL      Los Angeles, CA     Stamford, CT 
  Boston, MA      Milwaukee, WI      Washington, DC 
  Chicago, IL       Nashville, TN       Wayne, NJ 

Cleveland, OH       New York, NY      West Des Moines, IA 

www.gshllp.com



2 

 

 

 
 
 
September 19, 2012 
 
 
 
 
VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS 
 
Attn: Andre Dupret, Project Manager 
City of Maywood 
4319 E. Slauson Avenue 
Maywood, CA  90270 
 

Re:  Proposal to Provide Legal Services for the Oversight Board  
  to the Successor Agency to the Maywood Community Redevelopment Agency 

 
Dear Mr. Dupret: 
 

Enclosed please find three (3) sets of Gonzalez Saggio & Harlan LLP’s (“GSH”) response 
to the Request for Proposals to provide  legal services for the Oversight Board to the Successor 
Agency to the Maywood Community Redevelopment Agency  

 
GSH was  established  in  1989  and  has  15  offices  nationwide  in  locales  including  Los 

Angeles,  California;  Chicago,  Illinois;  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin;  New  York,  New  York;  Phoenix, 
Arizona; and Washington D.C. 

 
The proposed  lead attorney for this representation would Robert C. Pearman, Jr., Esq., 

Of Counsel in our Los Angeles, California, office.  Mr. Pearman's contact information is: 
 

Robert C. Pearman, Jr., Esq. 
Of Counsel 
GONZALEZ SAGGIO & HARLAN LLP 
3699 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 890 
Los Angeles, California  90010 
Tel:  (213) 487‐1400 
Fax:  (213) 487‐1402 
Email:  Robert_Pearman@gshllp.com 

 



3 

 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit the enclosed response. We are confident that 

the Oversight Board will see that GSH has the resources and  legal expertise necessary to assist 
the Board in all areas enumerated by the RFP.  Please do not hesitate to contact me should you 
have any questions about our firm, or if I can be of assistance in any way. 

 
 
      Sincerely,         

                            
 
 
 
        Robert C. Pearman, Jr., Esq.     
Enclosure 
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FIRM DESCRIPTION 
 

Gonzalez Saggio & Harlan LLP  (“GSH” or “Firm”)  is a national minority‐owned  law firm with 15 
offices  located  in  Atlanta;  Boca  Raton,  Fla.;  Boston;  Chicago;  Cleveland;  Indianapolis;  Los 
Angeles; Milwaukee; Nashville, Tenn.; New York; Phoenix; Stamford, Conn.; Washington, D.C.; 
Wayne,  N.J;  and  West  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  The  firm  represents  midsized  to  Fortune  1000 
companies,  governmental  entities,  and  individuals  in  the  areas  of  litigation,  employment, 
environmental, corporate and transactional, public finance,  intellectual property & technology, 
energy, communications & utilities law, restaurant & hospitality, and education law. 
 
The  Firm  has  the  capacity  to  service  the  Successor  Agency  to  the  Maywood  Community 
Redevelopment Agency  (“Agency”) and provide prompt service within the time  limits specified 
by the Agency. 
 
 

Proposed Lead Attorney 
 
Robert  C.  Pearman,  Jr.  earned  a  Bachelor  of  Science  in 
Economics,  cum  laude,  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
Wharton School, and earned his  J.D.  from Yale Law School.   Mr. 
Pearman concentrates his practice in the areas of Real Estate and 
Finance,  Public  Works  including  transportation  and 
redevelopment, Contracts, and related Litigation.   
 
Mr.  Pearman’s public works practice  includes  representation of 
public  entities,  such  as  the  Los  Angeles Metro  Rail  system,  in 

design/build,  joint  development  and  rights‐of‐way;  negotiation  of  agreements  with  utilities 
regarding  construction,  relocation,  property  crossings  and  rights  of  access;  expertise  in 
disadvantaged business enterprise and jobs preference programs; municipality franchise issues; 
and redevelopment agency disposition agreements and ground leases. 
 
His experience as public agency counsel  includes  roles as general counsel  to a  redevelopment 
agency, special counsel to numerous California municipalities, and he is currently deputy general 
counsel to the Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority. 
 
He represents private entities and public and institutional owners in a wide range of real estate 
related  transactions.   He has  represented developers and  lenders on condominium and other 
common  interest  development  projects;  advised  on  office  buildings  and  commercial 
developments;  counseled  on    property management,  evictions  and  other  legal  actions  for  a 
variety  of  commercial,  industrial  park  and  residential  developments;  documented  numerous 
affordable  housing  lending  and  construction  transactions;  and  is  experienced  in  easements, 
licenses and leases. 
 
Mr. Pearman provided outside counsel services to city housing departments and redevelopment 
agencies  on  housing  construction  loans.  In  these  positions  he was  called  upon  to  draft  and 
negotiate  a  variety  of  documents  including:  construction  loan  agreements,  disbursement 
agreements, promissory notes, deeds of trust (including  leasehold deeds of trust), multi‐lender 
construction  and  take‐out  agreements,  estoppel  certificates,  assignment  of  tax  credits  and 
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partnership  interest,  recording  instructions,  subordination  agreements,  and  hazardous 
substance indemnity agreements. 
 
He  assisted  a  redevelopment  agency  in  the  construction  and  development  of  a major  arts, 
residential and educational facility in the downtown redevelopment district, and negotiated the 
disposition and development agreement, long‐term ground lease and related documents for this 
$80 million project. 
 
Throughout the course of his extensive representation of local California public agencies, he has 
analyzed various administrative and local municipal codes and examined relevant State law and 
regulation,  as well  as  federal  statutes  and  regulations. His  experience  has  run  the  gamut  of 
Building  Codes,  redevelopment  agency  law,  municipal  charters,  administrative  codes  and 
municipal  codes, HUD  regulations, prevailing wage  and Davis‐Bacon  law, ARRA  requirements, 
and the state Public Contract Code. 
 
Author, “High Court Tackles State’s Prevailing Wage Law”, “Sharing Corridors  is Key Strategy  in 
High‐Speed Rail Planning”; “Real Property: Oral Leases and  the Statute of Frauds”; "Successful 
Joint Development with  Public  Transit  Sites  and  Facilities".      Speaker  on  Low‐  to Moderate‐ 

Income  Housing  Workshop  of  the  California  Redevelopment  Association,   Moderator  for 
California  Redevelopment  Association  Symposium  on  Legal  Issues  - "Triggering 
Prevailing Wage Requirements",  speaker on  topics  such as  : “Joint Development Around 
Transit Properties: Projects, Planning & Performance”,  “The Use of  the Health &  Safety Code 
Receivership  Remedy  for  Substandard  Buildings”;  “Regulatory  Issues:  Rental  Housing”; 

"Minimizing  Real  Property  Liabilities:  Purchase  and  Sale";  and  "Transferring  Contaminated 
Properties ‐ The State of the Art". 
 
Mr. Pearman is admitted to practice in the State of California. 
 
 

GENERAL QUALIFICATIONS OF PROPOSED LEAD ATTORNEY ROBERT PEARMAN 
 
Robert  Pearman’s  Public  Agency  Clients  include(d)  the  City  of  Los  Angeles  Community 
Redevelopment Agency (redevelopment project area creation, housing, real estate); City of Los 
Angeles  Housing  Department;  City  and  County  of  Los  Angeles  (housing,  construction,  public 
finance);  City  of  Fresno  (real  estate  and  rail  negotiations);  Los  Angeles  County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority; Southeastern Economic Development Corp. (general, redevelopment 
and bond counsel); San Diego Housing Commission (special and bond counsel); City of El Cajon 
(housing); Federal Deposit  Insurance Corporation (outside counsel for  litigation and real estate 
matters) Los Angeles to Pasadena Metro Gold Line Foothill Construction Authority (design/build 
and  joint  development);  Exposition  Metro  Line  Construction  Authority  (Deputy  General 
Counsel); and  City of Inglewood (Special Counsel). 
 
Examples of Mr. Pearman’s redevelopment legal services rendered include: negotiation, review 
and drafting of all manner of contracts and agreements;  litigation; conflict of  interest, Political 
Reform Act,  and  Brown Act  advice;  analysis  of municipal  codes,  building  codes,  the  State  of 
California  Community  Redevelopment  Law;  advise  on  board  policy,  contractual  and  legal 
authority  for corporate actions; assistance  regarding disposition and development agreements 
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and  project  area  development;  advise  on  techniques  for  issuance  of  public  financing  by 
agencies; CEQA; creation of and amendments to redevelopment project areas.   
 
His memberships have  included the California Redevelopment Association, the Redevelopment 
Working  Group  ‐  National  Economic  Development  Law  Center,  and  Real  Property  Section 
Executive Committee of the Los Angeles County Bar Association. 
 
 

DESCRIPTION OF EXPERIENCE RELEVANT TO SCOPE OF WORK 
 
Preliminary Statement 
 
Our understanding  is  that  the unwinding process,  including  the  timing and  implementation of 
such necessary dissolution activities as the establishment of a redevelopment property tax trust 
fund,  the  adoption  and  execution  of  Recognized  Obligation  Payment  Schedules,  the 
renegotiation or  termination of  contracts  and  the disposition of  assets  and properties of  the 
former  RDA,  is  a  detailed  procedure  without  precedent,  necessitating  the  involvement  of 
qualified and experienced legal counsel.   Such legal counsel would also be expected to assist the 
oversight board of the successor agency in matters involving the Department of Finance and the 
State Controller’s Office, and  should be prepared  to advise concerning  the  treatment of pass‐
through payments and actions  to be  taken by  the  successor agency  to ensure  that  funds are 
available  for  the  payment  of  bonded  indebtedness.    In  the  following  sections we  preset  our 
collective experiences relevant to these complicated tasks. 
 
 
Examples Of Services Rendered To Redevelopment And Public Agencies Include: 
 
 Negotiation,  review  and drafting of  all manner of  contracts  and  agreements  ‐ with other 

public agencies, contractors, developers, consultants, non‐profits. 

 Legal  representation  with  respect  to  revolving  loan  fund  for  small  businesses,  including 
preparation of  forms, security agreements, review of title and  loan documents, analysis of 
legal issues relative to loan transactions. 

 Litigation ‐ contractual, real estate, personnel and labor. 

 Loan workout and re‐structuring advice. 

 Conflict of interest, Political Reform Act, and Brown Act advice. 

 Analysis  of  Municipal  Codes,  building  codes,  the  State  of  California  Community 
Redevelopment Law. 

 Advise on Board policy, contractual and legal authority for corporate actions, and Brown Act 
issues to Board of Directors. 

 Negotiation of agreements with Housing Commissions, Small Business Incubators, and cities. 

 Advise  on  corporate  documents  including  bylaws,  personnel  manual,  articles  of 
incorporation.    Advise  chairperson  and  president  regarding  board  agenda,  statutory  and 
agreement authority for board action, voting issues, officer and director elections. 
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 Assistance to president, board, and special counsel regarding disposition and development 
agreements and project area development. 

 Advise on techniques for issuance of public financing by agency. 

 Insurance, indemnity and liability matters. 

 Construction contracts and bonding. 

 Real property leases. 

 Creation of an amendment to redevelopment project areas. 

 Reviewed and drafted disposition and development agreements, and  loan agreements, for 
redevelopment agencies with respect to low and moderate income housing. 

 Advised  the Community Redevelopment Agency of  the City of  Los Angeles  in establishing 
project  areas.    This  includes  reviewing  and  analyzing  draft  EIRs,  reviewing  comments 
submitted  thereto, assisting staff  in preparing  final EIRs  in a manner that will survive  legal 
challenge.   We prepared agreements with property owners and  interested parties to allow 
the preservation of historic structures,  including relocation, and rehabilitation of a current, 
viable use consistent with maintaining the historic character of, and land use guidelines for 
the structures. 

 Advised on  tax  increment  allocation, pass‐throughs  and  public  facility  agreements  issues: 
prepared DDA’s  for rehabilitation and housing development; analyzed CEQA  issues re plan 
adoption; assisted  in  legal  review  for plan amendment or adoption  for at  least  (4) project 
areas; advised and litigated numerous eminent domain cases. 

 Assisted CRA/LA  in  its  role as a  lender  in a 26‐unit apartment affordable housing project.  
The  financing  consisted  of  acquisition,  construction  and  permanent  financing,  which 
included  four  lenders  [$1.4 million  in  LACRA  financing], a  tax  credit partner as well as an 
allocation of City housing tax‐exempt bond funds, and included the ground lease of land by 
the  Agency  to  the  non‐profit  developer.    Counseled  the  Agency  in  connection  with 
partnership  and  loan  restructuring  for  2  Agency  housing  loans,  including  analysis,  real 
estate, partnership and revenue bond issues. 

 Assisted CRA/LA  in  interpreting  its policy  and providing notice  to business occupants  and 
property owners, of re‐entry and owner participation preferences. 

 Counseled CRA/LA with respect to a transaction involving the Colburn School of Performing 
Arts, which developed an extension of their existing downtown performing arts campus  in 
the  Bunker  Hill  Redevelopment  Project  on  a  site  adjacent  to  their  current  facility.    The 
expansion  included new  construction of approximately 207,800 gross  square  feet of  floor 
area,  including four (4)  levels of subterranean parking, 4  levels of academic facilities, and 1 
five story and 2 seven story residential towers above the academic performance auditorium, 
offices, a  cafeteria   be open  to  the public and 54  residential units  for approximately 149 
students.  We negotiated and documented on behalf of the agency the documents to allow 
the  construction  of  this  $80 million  plus  expansion.    Documents  include  right  to  enter 
permit, option extension, disposition and development agreement, long term ground lease, 
amendment to existing reciprocal easement agreement, and incorporation of Grand Avenue 
and Second Street improvements to the development. 
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 Provide assistance to City of Los Angeles Housing Dept. (LAHD) in connection with prevailing 
wage  questions.   We  have  had  to  analyze  the  impacts  of  legislative  amendments,  and 
analyze  Department  of  Industrial  Relations  determinations,  and  work  with  DIR 
representatives in providing advice in this ever‐developing field to the City. 

 For a public agency, we worked with  its  insurance broker to craft  language  in a disposition 
and construction agreement, which  included public works,  for  insurance coverages during 
construction  and  then  for operations of a mixed‐use  facility.   Coverage at  issue  included: 
commercial  general  liability,  workers  compensation  and  employers  liability,  an  owner’s 
protective  policy,  design  professionals  E&O,  construction  phase  builder’s  risk,  and  post‐
construction property insurance. 

 Attorney JoAnn Victor authored Limitations of Use of City Property (sections on obstructions 
and  encroachments  and  on  deed  restrictions)  in  CEB Municipal  Handbook  (published  in 
2010); and was a counsel of record in M & A Gabaee v. Community Redevelopment Agency 
of the City of Los Angeles (2005) 419 F.3d 1036.  

 
 
Examples Of Services Rendered In Development And Finance Include: 
 
 Mr.  Pearman was  one  of  the  hand  full  of  qualified  contractors  so  approved  by  the  Los 

Angeles Housing Department  for professional  services  to assist  the Department  in various 
actions  related  to  the  recommendations  of  the  housing  crisis  task  force  report.    Tasks 
include  issues  related  to  receivership,  code  violation  enforcement  actions,  Brownfields, 
nuisance abatement and tax liens. 

 For  the  Housing  Department  of  LAHD,  provided  many  services  such  as:    Workout 
negotiations; bankruptcy assistance;  loan restructuring re defaulted  loans; negotiation and 
documentation  of  purchase  and  sale  agreements  and  loan  agreements  for  construction, 
rehabilitation,  takeout,  predevelopment  ‐‐  for  apartments  as  well  as  condominiums.  
Documented  the novel  Equity  Fraud  Intervention Program whereby  the City  arranged  for 
loans designed  to prevent homeowners  from  losing  their properties  in  foreclosure due  to 
equity fraud schemers who preyed on elderly and low income homeowners. 

 Negotiated and documented an acquisition, rehabilitation and permanent loan by the city to 
a non‐profit involving CDBG and HOME funds for a seven‐unit affordable housing apartment 
project.    Documentation  included  loan  agreement,  regulatory  agreement,  deed  of  trust, 
promissory note, UCC forms. 

 Documented an assignment and assumption, an amendment of an existing loan, and partial 
transfer of  loan obligations and property  interests to another borrower  in connection with 
the  development  of  30  residential  lots,  including  a  childcare  facility.    Loan  amount was 
approximately $3 million. The promissory note to the childcare facility owner had a unique 
feature of repayment based upon valuation of services rendered.  Documentation included 
assignment and assumption agreement, amendment  to  loan documents, promissory note, 
loan agreement, regulatory agreement, grant deed, partial reconveyance. 

 LAHD  created  a multi‐million dollar  loan program  for  rehabilitation  and  reconstruction of 
housing damaged by  the Northridge earthquake.   Utilizing Community Development Block 
Grant and HOME funds, loans are made directly to owners' associations to rehabilitate and 
reconstruct  structural common area.   Program's purposes were  to prevent abandonment, 
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neglect,  disrepair  and  foreclosure  upon  damaged  condominium  projects,  and  encourage 
rebuilding, in the face of limited insurance proceeds or equity.  Collateral chosen by the City 
is a  special assessment of  the borrower/association,  levied on  the  individual unit owners. 
Prepared  the  necessary  documentation  (Loan  Agreements,  Due  on  Transfer  Provisions, 
Special Assessment Authorization Documents, Assignment of Assessment Liens) to begin the 
loan program to a number of associations. 

 Advised upon  and  drafted  affordable  housing  loan programs  in  the Cities of Vista  and  El 
Cajon ‐ issues included redevelopment law, CDBG requirements, interest rate subsidies, and 
deed of trust, promissory note and restrictive covenants drafting. 

 Provided  real  estate  opinions  in  connection  with  San  Diego  Gas  &  Electric's  $100/$300 
Million  series  of  mortgage  bonds  under  a  longstanding  mortgage  trust  indenture.  
Performed extensive due diligence in connection with the SEC‐registered offering, including 
review of utility franchises, detailed review of title records, examination of trust indentures, 
acquisition documents, personal property  liens and  securities documents.   The properties 
involved include a wide range of power generation and commercial operations, from nuclear 
plants to transmission line rights‐of‐way to office buildings. 

 Counseled the Los Angeles to Pasadena Metro Blue Line Construction Authority (now called 
the  Los Angeles  to Pasadena Metro Gold  Line  Foothill Construction Authority)  in  its  joint 
development  activities.  One  example was  the  negotiation  and  documentation  of  a  joint 
development  sale  of  a  1.5  acre  parcel  of  land,  that  had  been  programmed  for  surface 
parking only, and whose previous ownership  interests  included a railroad and a petroleum 
company.  We created a structure for the sale of the site to a private developer, who in turn 
would build a multi‐use parking garage  to  include a permanently  reserved easement  for a 
number of spaces for transit riders.   The developer/owner will construct and maintain and 
operate the parking structure. The private developer also builds its own medical/office/retail 
building on the parcel.   Documents  included purchase and sale agreement,  interim parking 
licenses,  remediation  agreements,  recorded  environmental  restrictions,  grant  deed  and 
easement  agreement,  parking  development  agreement,  security  documents  such  as  a 
guarantee and subordinated deed of trust, and title insurance and escrow instructions. 

 Public agency leasing expertise has also been garnered by, among other things, our work on 
behalf of LA Metro with respect to leasing of properties in the right‐of‐way of the Expo light 
rail line.  This work included lease negotiation, and unlawful detainer litigation. 

 
Examples Of Services Rendered With Respect To Litigation Include: 
 
 Represented MTA  in  construction  claims  dispute  involving  demolition work  and  asbestos 

removal of the Metro Rail Project, advised the Community Development Commission of the 
County  of  Los  Angeles  on  construction  claims  disputes  involving  a  public works  project, 
assist the LA City Attorney's Office  in construction disputes, stop notice questions, bonding 
issues  and  the  like  with  respect  to  construction  loans,  handle  various  lien,  claim,  and 
construction  contract  litigation  matters  for  Penhall  Company  and  other  construction 
companies. 

 Defended  a  lawsuit  brought  against  City  of  LA  by  a  contractor  and  subcontractor  on  a 
rehabilitated apartment unit building.  The 48 unit apartment building had been the subject 
of  City  secondary  financing  to  the  owner  for  rehabilitation.    The  rehabilitation work was 
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approximately  $1.8  million.    Ultimately,  the  contractor  went  into  receivership  and  a 
subcontractor, who had performed much of the work, filed an action against the owner and 
the city,  in part, claiming  in essence  that  the City had managed  the construction contract 
and was liable under the construction agreement.  Construction workout issues, contractor’s 
license issues, contractor in receivership, demands on sureties, and stop notice concerns all 
existed in this matter. 

 Aggressively defended  the City, obtained a  favorable demurrer on a number of  causes of 
action,  and  ultimately  a  settlement  was  reached.    The  City made  a  contribution  to  the 
settlement, which was fully secured by assets of the owner. 

 Assisted the LA City Attorney’s Office  in an attempt to collect an over $2 million obligation 
owed.   The City had  transferred property  to a  limited partnership  for  the development of 
affordable housing.  No development ever took place on the vacant parcel and real property 
taxes were never paid.  Problems with respect to the city’s efforts were complicated by the 
fact that there was a significant statute of  limitations problem, and that the note had non‐
recourse language, and that the borrower was a limited partnership composed of corporate 
general partners.  Filed an action utilizing the somewhat novel bad faith waste theory based 
upon, among others, nonpayment of  taxes.   Ultimately, a  financial payment was made by 
the defendants to the satisfaction of the client. 

 Assisted  the  Los  Angeles  Housing  Department  in  at  least  a  dozen  workout  situations 
involving  bankruptcy,  judicial  foreclosure  and  appointments  of  receiver,  deed  of  trust 
foreclosures, and workout negotiations.  Conducted a half day seminar for City Attorney and 
LAHD staff on the California foreclosure procedures.  Engaged by the City to assist in a novel 
receivership program designed to facilitate the financing of necessary habitability and health 
and safety repairs to multi‐family dwellings. 

 Represented  the  City  of  Los  Angeles,  Department  of  Water  &  Power  in  an  internal 
investigation of  claims  by  a Deputy City Attorney  of  race discrimination,  harassment  and 
retaliation. 

 Represented  the  City  of  Inglewood  and  other  Defendants  in  a  disability  discrimination 
(including  harassment  and  retaliation)  in  violation  of  the  FEHA.  Prevailed  on motion  for 
summary  judgment on behalf of one party; prevailed on motion for summary adjudication 
on the second, third, fourth and fifth causes of action on behalf of the City of Inglewood. 

 Represented  the City of  Inglewood  in cases  involving alleged discrimination based on  race 
and national origin; sex discrimination in violation of Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
(42  U.S.C.  §  2000e,  et  seq.)  (“Title  VII”);  and  disability  discrimination  in  violation  of  the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. 

 Successfully defended  the City of  Los Angeles  in defense of  claims of  intentional  tort and 
premises liability matters, police/violation of civil rights, excessive force, false imprisonment 
and wrongful death suits.   Many of  the cases have  received defense verdicts and/or were 
resolved by reasonable settlement in the best interests of the City.   A significant number of 
substantial  exposure  cases  have  been  resolved  by  way  of  dispositive  motions  such  as 
demurrers, motions  for summary  judgment or motions  to  strike  the pleadings or portions 
thereof.  

 Intermittently represented the City of Compton for more than 15 years in the resolution of 
numerous  commercial  litigation,  employment  litigation,  contract  litigation,  and  civil  RICO 
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cases.  Our local government representation also includes the City of Inglewood in contract 
disputes, commercial claims, and employment matters.  

 Firm  attorney  successfully  resolved  litigation  for  the Housing Authority of  the City of  Los 
Angeles  (HACLA)  with  respect  to  Owner/Authority  dispute  over  HAP  payments;  and  a 
construction claims payment dispute regarding a roofing contract. 

 Firm attorney represented HACLA in fraud cases wherein, allegedly, housing tenants of third 
party order landlords under HUD programs falsified information and their household status 
in to obtain subsidized housing. A number of the cases assigned by the client had significant 
statute of  limitations problems.    In one case we sued  former  tenants  for  fraud, as well as 
treble damages under the False Claims Act, and also  introduced a novel breach of contract 
theory in part to attempt to overcome the statute of limitations difficulties. All of the above 
causes of action were upheld, and after a week‐long trial, damages were awarded including 
trebling under the False Claims Act. 

 
 
Examples of services rendered with respect to Public Finance include: 
 
The Public Finance Group of GSH  is experienced  in a wide variety of public  issuances.   These 
attorneys  are  dedicated  to  representing  public  entities  in  all  phases  of  public  finance. We 
represent  issuers, underwriters,  credit providers,  trustees, and private beneficiaries  in various 
types of  tax‐exempt and  taxable  financings. We  serve as bond, underwriters’,  tax, disclosure, 
credit provider’s,  trustee’s, and  special counsel. Our experience  includes  serving as counsel  in 
transactions  involving transportation bonds, governmental bonds, qualified hospital and health 
facilities bonds, qualified section 501(c)(3) bonds, qualified mortgage bonds, and other private 
activity bonds. 
 
 Advised on over $15 billion in municipal finance transactions in 2010 and 2011; 

 Ranked 10th by The Bond Buyer as “Top Underwriters Counsel” for 2010; 

 Ranked 7th among “Top Underwriters Counsel” 2009 First Quarter by The Bond Buyer; 

 Ranked  4th  in Wisconsin  and  Illinois  relative  to  the  dollar  volume  of  bond  transactions 
handled in 2008 according to The Bond Buyer; 

 Since 2002, GSH has provided bond counsel services to the Wisconsin Housing and Economic 
Development  Authority  (WHEDA)  on  numerous  single  and multi‐family  transactions. We 
have represented WHEDA with respect to the issuance of Home Ownership Revenue Bonds, 
Housing  Revenue  Bonds  and  Business  Development  Refunding  Revenue  Bonds  including 
Variable  Rate  Demand  Business  Development  Refunding  Revenue  Bonds.  Through  our 
experience representing WHEDA, the firm has acquired  in‐depth knowledge of the policies 
and procedures  surrounding agencies  that administer Federal housing programs  for  lower 
income families; 

 GSH has also served as sole underwriters’ counsel  in connection with multi‐family housing 
transactions that are financed through the City of Chicago, and we have also been selected 
as eligible bond counsel for New York State Housing Finance Agency financings. 
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Firm  attorney Robert C.  Pearman,  Jr. provided bond  counsel  services  regarding  the  following 
California‐based financings: 
 
 Provides advice to the Los Angeles Community College District (LACCD) regarding propriety 

of  expenditures  with  proceeds  from  various  District  bond  financing  measures,  various 
financial  and  programmatic  audits  of  the  District’s  construction  bond  program,  uses  of 
proceeds, and eligible District projects. 

 Assisted as bond counsel to the San Diego Redevelopment Agency Redevelopment Project 
regarding the issuance of Tax Allocation Bonds. 

 Assisted  as  bond  counsel  to  the  City  of  Los  Angeles  regarding  their  Certificates  of 
Participation.  Programs  (Equipment  Acquisition  Program,  Real  Property  and  Furnishings 
Acquisition Program). 

 Assisted  as  underwriter’s  counsel  to  the  Los  Angeles  State  Building  Authority  regarding 
Lease Revenue bonds. 

 Assisted  as  co‐bond  counsel  regarding  the  issuance  of  State  Public Works  Board  Lease 
Revenue Bonds (Department of the Youth Authority) (Various Correctional Projects).  

 Assisted  as  co‐bond  counsel  regarding  the  issuance  of  State  Public Works  Board  Lease 
Revenue Bonds (Department of General Services) (Capitol East End Projects). 

 
GSH is listed in The Bond Buyer's Municipal Marketplace (Red Book) in California, Illinois, Indiana, 
New York, Ohio, Tennessee, Washington D.C., and Wisconsin.   
 
 
Examples Of Other Services Rendered With Respect To Public Agencies Include: 
 
Asset Management and Protection 
 
 Assisted LAHD  in handling borrower  requests  for  loan assumptions, and subordinations  to 

new senior  lenders.   We negotiate with the borrower/lenders, review  loan documentation, 
and prepare subordination agreements and escrow instructions. 

 Many  housing  transactions  handled  by  members  of  our  firm  have  involved  restrictive 
covenants  and  affordability deed  restrictions.    Firm  attorney has worked with  easements 
and  restrictive  covenants  for  the  benefit  of  rail  transit  operations  in  activity  on  joint 
development around transit properties. 

 We have followed and kept our clients  informed of court rulings which clearly upheld that 
restrictive covenants/regulatory agreements could survive notwithstanding loan payoff. 

 
Regulatory Agencies 
 
In  our  practice  we  have  embarked  on  matters  for  clients  that  have  involved  the  State  of 
California Transportation Commission, Department of Transportation  (Cal Trans), Housing and 
Community Development Department, Public Utilities Commission, Air Resources Board, State 
Controller’s Office. 
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Audits 
 
We  assisted  the  Los  Angeles  Unified  School  District  in  analysis  and  litigation  involving  its 
construction  program  and  its  Inspector  General  audits  related  thereto;  and  resolved  in  the 
District’s  favor  a  very  successful  litigation  defense  involving  construction  and  program 
management activities. 
 
The  Los  Angeles  Community  College  District  and  its  construction  bond  program  have  come 
under various audits and critiques in recent years.  We have been engaged to render a number 
of opinions this year regarding the request by the program and construction management teams 
to  utilize  bond  funds  expenditures  for  various  projects.    In  that  work  we  have  analyzed 
constitutional  law,  case  authority, Attorney General  opinions  and  the  body  of  law  related  to 
state  and  local propositions  and ballot measures.   We have  also been  called upon  to  review 
various audits, oversight reports and internal compliance documents.  
 
Joint Powers‐Type Public Bodies 
 
Mr. Pearman has experience  representing public bodies with multiple entity constituents  (e.g. 
LA Metro, Gold  Line  and  Expo  Line  Authorities)  and  joint  powers  agencies.   He was  general 
counsel  to  the Multi‐Modal Operation and Development Entity  [MODE], a  joint powers entity 
between the City of Pasadena and the Gold Line Authority designed to jointly hold public parking 
structures, and whose purpose was in part to shield certain  liability and expenditure risks from 
the  constituent bodies.   Mr. Pearman  (as  counsel  also  to  the Gold  Line Authority),  aided  the 
MODE’s  successful  operations,  and  ultimately  the  Authority’s  interest  was  sold  for  very 
favorable compensation and the Authority extracted from the parking garage management. 
 
Additionally,  Arto  Nuttinen  has  participated  in  the  establishment  or  representation  of  joint 
powers  authorities  (e.g.,  South  Orange  County  Reclamation  Authority,  South  East  Regional 
Reclamation Authority, Aliso Water Management Agency, West Orange County Water Board and 
San Bernardino International Airport Authority). 
 
 
 

BIOGRAPHIES OF TEAM ATTORNEYS 
 

Stephen  J. Adnopoz  represents  public  authorities,  underwriters,  and 
purchasers of municipal securities, borrowers, and providers of credit 
enhancement and trustees, as well as serving as bond, transaction, and 
disclosure  counsel  in hundreds of  financings  aggregating  in  excess of 
$10 billion.  He has substantial experience with non‐profit, senior living, 
multi‐family  housing,  pooled  security,  private  activity,  higher 
education,  and  taxable  economic  development  financings,  as well  as 
other revenue bond and general obligation financings.   His experience 

includes public and intrastate offerings, primary and secondary private placements, taxable and 
tax‐exempt securities, construction loans, permanent financings, workouts, and reorganizations 
in a broad range of financing purposes, methods and structures.  He has also assisted clients in 
drafting legislation.  
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Mr.  Adnopoz  has  particular  knowledge  of  and  appreciation  for  the  internal  processes  of 
investment banks from his experience as in‐house counsel to the municipal securities group of a 
leading  bulge  bracket  broker‐dealer.    He  is  experienced with  controlling  risk  by  advising  on 
transaction structures and related legal, regulatory, and reputational considerations. 
 
Mr. Adnopoz has served as counsel in transactions across the country, from Maine to Florida to 
California, as well as many other states and territories.  He has devoted a substantial portion of 
his practice to New York State  issuers, particularly  in serving as bond counsel to more than 17 
industrial development  agencies,  including  the New York City  Industrial Development Agency 
and bond counsel or underwriter's counsel for issues by state authorities, such as Hugh L. Carey 
Battery Park City Authority, New York State Thruway Authority, New York State Housing Finance 
Agency,  Metropolitan  Transportation  Authority,  New  York  State  Environmental  Facilities 
Corporation, and Dormitory Authority of the State of New York.  
 
Mr. Adnopoz  received  a  J.D.  from  the University  of Virginia  School  of  Law  and  an A.B.,  cum 
laude, with distinction, from Dartmouth College.  He is a member of the National Association of 
Bond Lawyers and the Municipal Forum of New York.  He has served as a faculty member for the 
American Bar Association CLE programs on the impact of the Stimulus Act and currently serves 
as Chair of the Public Finance Committee of the State and Local Government Section of the ABA. 
Mr. Adnopoz has been a panelist at workshops and seminars on municipal bonds in the areas of 
non‐profit  financings,  taxable obligations, and pooled  security/bond banks.   He has also been 
active in assisting states and municipalities in creating economic development programs.  He is 
admitted to practice in New York and Connecticut. 

 
 

Kenneth M. Jones received his B.A. from Oberlin College in Ohio with 
a double major  in Psychology and Sociology.   Mr. Jones received his 
J.D.  from  Loyola  Law School  in  Los Angeles and participated  in  the 
Scott Moot Court Honors Competition.   Mr. Jones  is an experienced 
trial attorney, having tried numerous jury trials and arbitrations.   
 
In  the private  sector, Mr.  Jones  represents Fortune 500  companies 
and medium‐sized businesses in various litigation matters.  Mr. Jones 
defends major  employment matters,  including  claims  for wrongful 

termination, discrimination (race, age, and disability), retaliation, and harassment.   He has also 
defended  claims  for  violation  of  wage  and  hour  standards,  and  violation  of  the  California 
Business  and  Professions  Code.   Mr.  Jones  also  represents  public  entities,  defending major 
employment cases for employment discrimination and civil rights in state and federal courts.  He 
has conducted employment investigations on behalf of public entities.   
 
Mr. Jones is an experienced trial attorney, having tried numerous jury trials and arbitrations.  He 
has  significant  experience  in  product  liability  and  breach  of  warranty  litigation.    He  has 
successfully tried several product  liability cases on behalf of a major automobile manufacturer 
to verdict.   In one case, he obtained a defense verdict for an automobile manufacturer for fire 
damage  to  a  garage  and  house  of  a  customer  as  a  result  of  an  alleged  defective  ignition 
component.    The  subject’s  vehicle had been  recalled  for defects  in  the  ignition, which  could 
cause  vehicles  to  catch  fire  even  after  the  engine  was  turned  off.    In  another matter,  he 
obtained a defense verdict for the manufacturer in a case brought by a police officer for alleged 
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braking  system  failure.   He persuaded  the  court  to exclude evidence of a 60 Minutes exposé 
involving brake  failures  in  the  same  truck model and proved  that excessive  speed caused  the 
accident.   He has also represented automobile manufacturers  in numerous warranty  litigation 
actions.  He was lead trial and appellate counsel in the case of Silvio v. Ford Motor Company 109 
Cal.App.4th 1205, which clarified important principles of California automobile warranty law. 
 
Mr.  Jones  is admitted  to  the California State Bar and  the U.S. District Court  for all districts  in 
California.   He  is member of  the California  State Bar  Labor &  Employment Committee  and  a 
former member of the State Bar Litigation Committee.  He is also a member of the National, Los 
Angeles  County,  and  the  John M.  Langston  Bar Associations;  the  California Minority  Counsel 
Program; and the African American Insurance Professionals Association.  Mr. Jones has lectured 
on several areas of law and trial tactics. 

 
 

Santosh Narayan  has worked  in diverse  areas of  law,  including 
premises  liability,  insurance  coverage,  toxic  tort,  construction, 
labor  and  employment,  and  professional  liability matters.    This 
experience  includes  drafting  and  arguing  motions,  conducting 
depositions,  representing  clients  in mediation  proceedings,  and 
attending court hearings.  Mr. Narayan has conducted research at 
length,  drafted  legal memoranda  on  class  action  lawsuits,  and 
actively mediating and settling cases. 
 

During his judicial clerkship for the Hon. Marietta M. Shipley, Second Circuit Court of Nashville, 
Mr.  Narayan  extensively  conducted  legal  research,  drafted  a  variety  of  memoranda  and 
opinions,  and  gained  considerable  exposure  to mediation  and motion  practice.   Of  note,  he 
drafted an opinion on employment law that was affirmed by the Court of Appeals and profiled in 
the ABA Journal.   
 
Mr.  Narayan  earned  his  J.D.  from  Vanderbilt  University  Law  School  in  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
where he received the Jordan A. Quick Memorial Award for Outstanding Leadership, was on the 
Dean's List, participated in Moot Court and Mock Trial Boards, as well as serving as the President 
of  the Vanderbilt Bar Association.   He  received his B.A.  in  Political  Science‐American  Politics, 
Urban  Studies,  and  Planning  from  the  University  of  California,  San  Diego.    Mr.  Narayan  is 
licensed to practice in California and the U.S. District Court for the Central District of California. 
 
 

JoAnn Victor (Contract Attorney) has broad experience with complex 
legal  analysis  and  appellate  briefing  in  state  and  federal  court  for 
three  law  firms,  after  leaving  senior  legal  research  position  with 
Division Five of the Court of Appeal, Second District.  She has drafted 
more  than  120  bench memoranda  for  civil  and  criminal  cases  for 
presiding  and  associate  justices,  post  court  of  appeal,  and  drafted 
appellate briefs and writ  responses. She has argued appeals before 
various divisions of the Second District and before the Ninth Circuit; 
written numerous dispositive motions, motions  in  limine, trial briefs 

and class action‐related documents for public and private clients; trial counsel in approximately 
ten cases, and coordinated and supervised writing for multi‐party litigation.  Ms. Victor has been 
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a  teaching assistant  for  legal research and writing  in  law school and  taught  legal research and 
writing  at  a  fully  accredited  law  school.    She  has  a  reputation  for  thoroughness  and  concise 
analysis. 
 
Ms.  Victor  has  represented  Plaintiffs  in  class  action  law,  specializing  in  insurance  litigation 
involving  annuities,  health  care  coverage,  and  statutory  violations  as  to  other  insurance 
products.   She has prepared extensive  legal  issue motion work as to financial abuse of seniors 
and  health  care  claims,  drafted  class  certification  motions  for  insurance‐related  cases,  has 
performed extensive document  review  in  connection with discovery, and provides defense of 
depositions and court appearances. 
 
She has  served  as  city  attorney  and  special  counsel  for  cities  throughout California, handling 
comprehensive work, including appeals, for public agencies.  Ms. Victor’s practice areas include 
public  law,  land  use,  eminent  domain,  labor  and  employment,  redevelopment  law, 
environmental law, public contracts, public financing, public power and telecom, and civil rights 
defense.    Her  experience  includes  extensive  briefing  for  trials  and  post‐trial work,  including 
appeals;  argument  of  appeals  before  the  Second District  Court  of  Appeal;  and  drafting  class 
certification and removal motions.    In addition, she drafted several successful mediation briefs 
and coordinated and drafted successful demurrers and motions for  judgment on the pleadings 
for multi‐party cases.   Ms. Victor has also provided analysis of property valuations  in eminent 
domain matters. 
 
Ms.  Victor  was  also  special  counsel  for  the  Los  Angeles  Unified  School  District  to  acquire 
property for additional schools, prepared extensive legal issue motion work, was trial counsel at 
several bench and  jury  trials, conducted written discovery and  took numerous depositions, as 
well as drafted many mediation briefs and effected numerous administrative settlements.  
 
Ms. Victor earned her J.D., an M.A.  in Political Science and  in Architecture and Urban Planning, 
and  her  B.A.  in  Political  Science  and  English  from  the  University  of  California,  Los  Angeles, 
California (“UCLA”).  She is licensed to practice in the State of California. 
 
 
Arto  J.  Nuutinen,  Esq.  (Contract  Attorney)  has  extensively  represented  public  agencies  in 
matters before numerous administrative agencies and departments of  the State of California, 
including  over  20  years  of  experience  in  advising  public  agencies  concerning  the  Community 
Redevelopment  Law  (CRL),  which  commenced  when  he  began  representing  affected  taxing 
agencies during pre‐AB 1290  fiscal  review.   Subsequently, he negotiated and prepared several 
disposition and development agreements and owner participation agreements, and assisted  in 
the development of legislation affecting the redevelopment of closed military installations.   
 
He is well‐versed in the low‐and moderate‐income housing provisions of the CRL, along with the 
timing and implementation of RDA dissolution activities pursuant to AB1X26.  Mr. Nuutinen is a 
featured  speaker on  redevelopment and public  law  topics at  the  level of district  conferences, 
continuing education and business  seminars, and as an adjunct  instructor at  the University of 
California.  Mr. Nuutinen has also represented lending institutions.   
 
Mr. Nuutinen’s expertise covers a broad range of public  law matters,  including, but not  limited 
to,  advising public  entity  governing boards  and  administrative  staff  concerning open meeting 
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laws  (the Ralph M. Brown Act), the Public Records Act and the Political Reform Act, as well as 
prosecuting and defending challenges under the Brown Act, the Public Records Act and the Tort 
Claims  Act.    He  has  both  transactional  and  litigation  experience  in matters  involving  public 
contracting,  eminent  domain/inverse  condemnation  and  has  participated  in  numerous  local 
agency  bond  financings.    He  continues  to  advise  agencies  concerning  project  expenditures 
subsequent to voter‐approved bond measures and issuances.   
 
Mr. Nuutinen  has  represented  local  agencies  in matters  involving  general  plan  amendments, 
specific  plan  approvals  and  rezoning,  along with  changes  of  organization  and  reorganization 
involving  LAFCO.      He  has  testified  before  the  governing  bodies  of  San  Diego,  Orange,  Los 
Angeles,  Riverside  and  San  Bernardino  counties,  and  the  cities  of  Los  Angeles,  San  Diego, 
Riverside, Orange, Carlsbad, Escondido, Tustin, Santa Ana, Westlake Village, Canyon  Lake and 
Patterson.   
 
Mr.  Nuutinen  has  assisted  numerous  local  agencies  statewide  regarding  facilities mitigation, 
development  impact  fees,  infrastructure  improvements,  the use of  financing  vehicles  such  as 
Community Facilities Districts, compliance with and defending challenges involving the California 
Environmental  Quality  Act,  the  acquisition  of  real  property  and  the  disposition  of  surplus 
property,  inter‐agency  joint  use  agreements,  leasing,  energy  performance  contracting,  the 
establishment  and  representation  of  joint  powers  authorities  (e.g.,  South  Orange  County 
Reclamation Authority,  South  East Regional Reclamation Authority, Aliso Water Management 
Agency, West Orange County Water Board and San Bernardino International Airport Authority) 
and issues arising from the Subdivision Map Act and the Civic Center Act.   
 
Mr.  Nuutinen  has  also  extensively  represented  public  agencies  in matters  before  numerous 
administrative agencies and departments of the State of California,  including the Franchise Tax 
Board,  Department  of  Justice,  Board  of  Equalization,  Department  of  Industrial  Relations, 
Department  of  General  Services,  Contractors  State  License  Board,  Department  of  Insurance, 
State  Allocation  Board,  Fair  Political  Practices  Commission,  Division  of  Labor  Standards 
Enforcement, Division of the State Architect, Office of Public School Construction, Office of the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, California Community Colleges Chancellor's Office, Coastal 
Commission, Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control and the Department of Fish and Game. 
 
He  has  assisted  GSH  in  various  public  agency matters,  including  for  LA  Community  College 
District.  Mr. Nuutinen is admitted to practice in the State of California. 
 
 

PROPOSED FEES FOR SERVICES 
 
Proposed hourly rates for this representation are as follows: 
 
  Stephen Adnopoz, Esq. (Public Finance)    $ 400.00 
  Robert C. Pearman, Jr., Esq.      $ 300.00 
  Kenneth M. Jones, Esq.         $ 300.00 
  Santosh Narayan, Esq.         $ 225.00 
  JoAnn Victor, Esq.         $ 225.00 
  Arto Nuutinen, Esq.         $ 225.00 
  Paralegals/Law Clerks/Legal Assistants    $ 115.00 
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There will be up  to a  five percent  increase per year of  the contract  in accordance with Firm’s 
rate schedule changes. 
 
Costs  and  Expenses  and  other  overhead  incurred  by  the  Firm would  also  be  charged  to  the 
Oversight Board.  These may include, among others, court costs, court reporter fees, filing fees, 
deposition  transcripts, photocopying  ($.10/page), parking, messenger costs, and  travel.   These 
are billed based on actual expenses on the particular file, and/or our experience‐based overhead 
rates.  If any significant item of cost is required, we might ask you to pay that directly or advance 
that cost to us. 
 
We  will  not  charge  for  travel  time  for  attendance  at  regularly  scheduled  meetings  of  the 
oversight  board.    The  Agency  will  not  be  billed  for  computerized  legal  research  fees,  long 
distance telephone charges, small photocopy jobs, and facsimile transmissions. 
 
 

CLIENT/REFERENCE LIST 
 
References for Robert C. Pearman, Jr. 
 

Suzanne Spillane, Esq., Asst. City Attorney 
Email:  Suzanne.Spillane@lacity.org  
  [Services Provided:  Housing, Litigation, Contracts] 

Laurel Lightner, Esq., Asst. City Attorney 
Email:  Laurel.Lightner@lacity.org  
  [Services Provided:  Housing, Litigation, Contracts] 

Marcia Gonzales‐Kimbrough, Esq., Asst. City Attorney 
Email:  marcia.gonzales‐kimbrough@lacity.org  

Curt Holguin, Esq., Asst. City Attorney 
Email:  curt.holguin@lacity.org  
  [Services Provided:  Redevelopment, Contracts] 

OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY  
OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
200 N. Main Street, 8th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
Telephone:  (213) 978‐8100 
Years of Service:  Represented City beginning in 1990s 
 
Michele Bagneris, Esq. 
City Attorney/City Prosecutor 
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY 
OF THE CITY OF PASADENA 
100 N. Garfield Avenue, Room N‐210 
Pasadena, CA  91109 
Telephone:  (626) 744‐4141 
Email:  mbagneris@ci.pasadena.ca.us  
Services Provided: Conflicts of Interest/Government Contracts 
Years of Service:  2 years 
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Jerome Groomes 
(Former President of the Southeastern Economic Development Corporation) 
(Former City Manager of the City of East Palo Alto, CA) 
(Former City Manager of the City of Carson, CA) 
Telephone:  (310) 629‐8112 
Services Provided: Redevelopment 
Years of Service: General Counsel to SEDC for approximately 6 years 
 
Jerry Givens 
 (Former Deputy City Manager of the City of Inglewood, CA) 
(Former Deputy CEO Los Angeles Metro) 
PARSONS BRINKERHOFF 
444 South Flower Street, Suite 3700 
Los Angeles, CA  90017 
Telephone:  (213) 362‐9470 
Email:  givens@pbworld.com 
Services Provided: Contracts, Interagency Agreements, Internal Governance, Real Estate 
Years of Service:  Approximately 10 years 
 
Greg McNair, Esq. 
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Office of the General Counsel 
333 South Beaudry Avenue, 20th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA  90017 
Telephone:  (213) 241‐7646 
Email:  Gregory.mcnair@lausd.net 
Services Provided: Litigation Defense of Business Tort Claim against the school district  
Years of Service:  3 
 
Habib Balian, Chief Executive Officer 
LOS ANGELES TO PASADENA METRO GOLD LINE 
FOOTHILL EXTENSION CONSTRUCTION AUTHORITY 
406 East Huntington Drive, Suite 202 
Monrovia, CA  91016 
Telephone:  (626) 471‐9050 
Email: HBalian@foothillextension.org  
Services Provided: Contracts, Interagency Agreements, Internal Governance, Real Estate 
Years of Service:  7 years 
 
 
References for Kenneth M. Jones 
 

Cal Saunders, Esq., City Attorney 
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY 
OF THE CITY OF INGLEWOOD, CA 
City Hall 
One Manchester Boulevard, Suite 860 
Inglewood, CA  90312 
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Telephone:  (310) 412‐8672 
Email:  csaunders@cityofinglewood.org  
Services Provided:  Litigation Defense of Employment and Civil Rights Matters 
Years of Service: 6 years 
 
Kevin Jeter, Esq., Associate General Counsel 
OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE 
LOS ANGELES COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT 
770 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA  90017 
Telephone:  (213) 891‐2188 
Email:  kjeter@email.laccd.edu 
Services Provided:  Litigation Defense of Employment Matters   
Years of Service:  3 years 
 
 
Common References for both Robert C. Pearman, Jr. and Kenneth M. Jones 
 

Ken Cunningham, Chief Financial Officer 
CAPITAL HOLDINGS, INC. 
3595‐3 Inland Empire Boulevard 
Ontario, CA 91764 
Telephone:  (760) 845‐5321 
Email:  kbccpa@sbcglobal.net 
Services Provided: litigation defense of real estate and business tort claims against the company 
Years of Service:  6 years  
 
Craig Takenaka, Esq., Managing Asst. City Attorney 
Email:  craig.takenaka@lacity.org  

Michael Custodio, Esq., Asst. City Attorney 
Email:  Michael.Custodio@lacity.org  

OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY 
OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES, CA 
200 N. Main Street, Eighth Floor 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
Telephone:  (213) 978‐8100 
Services Provided: Litigation, Real Estate 
Years of Service:  10 years 
 
 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
GSH does not have any potential conflict of  interest representing the Agency, members of the 
Oversight  Board,  any  entity  that  appointed  a member  of  the Oversight  Board,  or  any  other 
person or entity represented by GSH. 
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GSH has not represented or provided any project‐related work on behalf of any of the following 
entities:  County of Los Angeles, the California Redevelopment Association, City of Maywood, or 
any entity that appointed a member of the Oversight Board.  As noted hereinabove, the Firm has 
performed employment and personal injury and contract litigation work for Los Angeles Unified 
School  District,  and  provided  some  finance  advice  to  the  Los  Angeles  Community  College 
District; neither representation involved issues directly related to “tax increment“. 
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Elizabeth Martyn
martyn@lbbslaw.com
909.386.3039
San Bernardino

AREAS OF PRACTICE
Elizabeth Martyn’s practice emphasizes public agency 
transactional law, including:

•	 Ralph M. Brown Act (open meetings), Public Records Act
•	 Conflicts of Interest (FPPC, Govt. Code Section 1090 and 

Health & Safety Code Section 33130) and incompatibility 
of office (Govt. Code Section 1099)

•	 AB 1234 ethics training and related issues regarding 
governing board reimbursement and benefits

•	 Governmental organization and reorganization (including 
JPA’s, LAFCO)

•	 Land use, zoning and environmental matters (CEQA)
•	 Water matters: wholesale and retail delivery,  

representation before state regulatory agencies; 
participation on TMDL Task Force 

•	 Local financing (special taxes, fees and charges, 
Proposition 218)

•	 Public Agency Retirement Law (PERS, 1937 Act)
•	 Contract negotiation, drafting, interpretation and 

enforcement, including public construction contract
•	 Nonprofit support of public agencies

LEGAL EXPERIENCE
Ms. Martyn has served as a City Attorney for large and small 
contract municipalities as well as general counsel for water 
and other special districts, dealing with matters ranging 
from the everyday to complex legal issues. In her capacity 
as a City Attorney, Ms. Martyn also represents its planning 
commissions, redevelopment agencies, joint powers authorities 
and water authorities.  

Recent ongoing work includes: 
•	 Speaker: AB 1234 Ethics Training and subcommittee to 

develop power point (2006 - present)
•	 Speaker:  Legal Ethics for Water Lawyers - Argent 

Publications Conference, April 18, 2008
•	 Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District/Water Employees 

Service Authority v. PERS:  successful representation of 
joint powers authority to force PERS membership (2007)

•	 West Basin Municipal Water District v. Central Basin 
Municipal Water District: negotiation of termination of 15 
years of joint operation

•	 City Attorney, City of Canyon Lake (since 1991 
incorporation)

•	 Coachella Valley Recreation and Park District, General 
Counsel 

•	 Castaic Lake Water Agency: assistant general counsel; 
revision and update of Employee Manual; retail rate 
setting under Proposition 218

•	 City Attorney, City of West Covina (1990 – 2000)
•	 City Attorney, City of Twenty-nine Palms (1987 – 1999)
•	 Assistant City Attorney, City of Indio (2003 – 2005)
•	 Formation of Orange County Fire Authority

EDUCATION
•	 University of California, Los Angeles School of Law, Juris 

Doctor, 1981; Moot Court Best Brief; Managing Editor, 
International Law Reporter; Teaching Assistant, Legal 
Research and Writing	

•	 University of California Riverside, Bachelor of Arts, 
summa cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa, 1978
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Karen zermeno Feld
kfeld@lbbslaw.com
909.381.7142
San Bernardino

AREAS OF PRACTICE
Karen Zermeno Feld serves as vice-chair of the firmwide 
Real Estate Development & Land Use Practice Group. 
She has more than 20 years of experience representing 
public entities and private clients as follows:

•	 Represents cities, redevelopment agencies, school 
districts and public transit agencies in municipal, 
redevelopment, and educational law including 
contracting, Brown Act, Tort Claims Act, CEQA, 
conflict of interest and incompatible offices

•	 Represents public transit agencies in general litigation
•	 Represents private transportation companies 

(trucking, taxis, limousines, private shuttles) in 
general litigation including sexual misconduct

•	 Represents developers in real estate litigation 
(commercial and residential development)

•	 Represents school districts and teachers in 
general litigation

•	 Represents public entities in general litigation and 
eminent domain

•	 Transactional work for redevelopment agencies 
including ERN’s, DDA’ s, OPA’s and eminent domain

•	 Transactional work for real estate developers including 
conveyance agreements, letters of intent, grant of 
easements  and negotiating with public agencies

•	 Jury and court trial experience in civil and 
criminal matters

ASSOCIATIONS
•	 San Bernardino City Library Foundation, Board of 

Directors (2011 - present)
•	 California Women Lawyers, Judicial Evaluation 

Committee (2009 - present)
•	 Inland Empire Legal Association of Women; founding 

member; Vice President; Mentoring Committee; 
Bylaws Committee (2009 - present)

•	 Project Access Attorney Mentor, Hispanic National 
Bar Association, charter member and group leader 

•	 Commission appointment by the Mayor of the City 
of San Bernardino to the San Bernardino Library 
Board (1993)

•	 Future Leaders of the Inland Empire, Mock Trial 
Instructor (1994)

•	 Mock Trial Scoring Attorney, California State 
Finals, Counties of Riverside and San Bernardino        
(2005 - present)

•	 Mexican American Student Bar Association, USC
•	 Founding Member, American Indian Student Bar 

Association, USC

ADMISSIONS 
•	 California State Bar, 1992
•	 United States District Court, Central and   

Southern, 1992
•	 California Supreme Court, 1992



HONORS 
•	 Hearing Officer, Mountains Recreation and 

Conservation Authority (2012 - present)
•	 California Super Lawyer (2012)
•	 California Top Women Lawyer, (2011) by the Daily 

Journal
•	 Nominated for Super Lawyer (2007)
•	 Board of Advisors, Chapman University Roger 

Hobbs Institute for Real Estate, Law and 
Environmental Studies (2006-2010)

AWARDS/PUBLICATIONS
•	 Speaker: Hispanic National Bar Association      

(2008 - 2009)
•	 Received jury verdict below real estate expert’s 

Statement of Valuation in an eminent domain case 
(October 2008) - San Bernardino Redevelopment 
Agency v. Infinite State

•	 Organizer of Law Day and Tutoring Day at several 
K-12 schools in low-income and disadvantaged areas 
(2006 - present)

•	 Article: Co-author Important Agreements in 
Redevelopment Law (2006) and Economic 
Development Incentives in California (2007)  

•	 Speaking Materials:  California Community 
Redevelopment Law (2006)

•	 Article: Responsibility and Diversity, California Bar 
Journal (October 2004)

•	 Speaker: References and the Defamation Trap, 
Employment Law Seminar (2004)

•	 Speaker: You’ve Been Called to Testify, Now What?  
Employment Law Seminar (2003)

•	 Speaker: References and the Defamation Trap, 
School Law in California, National Business  
Institute (2003)

•	 Complying with the Tort Claims Act, Omnitrans (2000)
•	 Speaker: Employment Relations, University of 

LaVerne School of Law (1999)
•	 All American Swimmer (1998, 1999)
•	 Speaker: The Legal Profession, UC Riverside   

(1993 - present)
•	 Curry v. Rialto Unified School District (1993) 20 Cal.

App.4th 180: Ms. Feld successfully represented the 
Rialto USD.  The court held that the school district 
could seek recovery from the tortfeasor’s parents

•	 Quoted in San Bernardino Sun regarding lawsuits 
filed against local business owners for alleged 
violations of the American with Disabilities Act

•	 Quoted by the San Luis Obisbo Times regarding a 
conflict of interest issue with a local school district

•	 Quoted by the Daily Journal in an article entitled 
“3rd Parties Can Sue Parents for Minors’ Deeds”

•	 Black Belt in Tae Kwon Do

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
•	 Boys football coach, boys basketball coach, 

academic decathlon coach - St. Catherine’s, 
Riverside (2007 - 2010)

•	 Sunday School Instructor, St. Catherine’s, Riverside 
(2000 - 2010)

LEGAL EXPERIENCE
•	 Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP, Partner   

(1992 - present)
•	 San Bernardino County District Attorneys Office (1991) 

EDUCATION
•	 University of Southern California, Juris Doctor, 1992
      - Moot Court Honors Program
•	 University of California, Riverside, Bachelor of Arts 

in History, 1989

LEWIS BRISBOIS BISGAARD & SMITH LLP   •   www.lbbslaw.com
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AREAS OF PRACTICE 
Alexis Crump has more than 20 years experience 
in municipal law, real estate law, redevelopment 
and municipal finance.  Ms. Crump has acted as 
redevelopment counsel and general counsel for cities, 
redevelopment agencies,  joint power authorities, 
non-profit corporations and developers throughout 
California.  She has assisted clients with the formation 
and development of redevelopment projects, the 
establishment of community facilities districts and 
assessment districts and acquisition and development 
of single family and multi-family housing developments.  
Ms. Crump has acted as Bond Counsel, Special 
Counsel, Agency Counsel, Developer’s Counsel and 
Underwriter’s Counsel in a variety of municipal finance 
transactions, including the issuance of tax allocation 
bonds, multifamily housing bonds, lease revenue bonds, 
tax anticipation notes, certificates of participation and 
private placements ranging from $5M to over $100M.  
She has been legal counsel for over $1B in municipal 
finance transactions during her career.  Ms. Crump 
has prepared literature for, and lectured in the areas 
of, non-profit corporation formation and real estate 
development.

Representative Transactions:
•	 $33,050,000 City of Tulare Public Financing 

Authority 2008 Lease Revenue and Refunding 
Bonds (Capital Facilities Project)

•	 $26,875,000 El Monte Public Financing Authority 
Senior Tax Allocation Revenue Bonds, Series 2007 
(Multiple Redevelopment Project Area Loans)

•	 $28,665,000 San Bernardino Joint Powers Financing 
Authority Tax Allocation Bonds (20% Set Aside) 
Taxable Series 2006

•	 $55,800,000 San Bernardino Joint Powers Financing 
Authority Tax Allocation Revenue Refunding Bonds 
Series 2005A; $21,105,000 San Bernardino Joint 
Powers Financing Authority Tax Allocation Revenue 
Refunding Bonds Series 2005B

ASSOCIATIONS 
•	 Member, National Association of Bond Lawyers
•	 Member, California Redevelopment Association
•	 Board Member, Beverly Hills West Links, Inc.
•	 Board Member, Hershe Group Foundation 

EDUCATION 
•	 Georgetown University Law Center, Juris Doctor, 

1987 
•	 University of California at Berkeley, Bachelor of 

Arts, 1984 
•	 Alfred P. Sloan Fellow, Goldman School of Public 

Policy, University of California at Berkeley, 1983
•	 Honors and Activities
•	 Member of Phi Delta Phi Legal Fraternity
•	 University of California at Berkeley Honor Students’ 

Society

ALEXIS CRUMP 
crump@lbbslaw.com 
909.381.7187 
San Bernardino
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Kristen A. Deal
kdeal@lbbslaw.com
213.580.6331
Los Angeles

AREAS OF PRACTICE 
Kristen Deal is a partner in the firm’s Los Angeles office. 
She focuses her practice on Real Estate and Business 
Law.

LEGAL EXPERIENCE
•	 Kristen Deal’s practice is focused on the 

representation, counseling, and advising of clients 
with respect to all aspects of real estate and 
business transactions including the following:

•	 Drafting and negotiating purchase and sale 
agreements for both residential and commercial 
properties, option agreements, leases, ground 
leases, easement agreements, utility agreements, 
construction contracts, property management 
agreements, tenancy-in-common agreements, 
deeds, legal opinions, and escrow instructions

•	 Advising on all aspects of real estate purchase and 
financial transactions, including preparation and 
negotiation of all loan origination and modification 
documents

•	 Conducting due diligence of all aspects of real 
property purchase and sale deals and loan 
transactions

•	 Handling a wide range of corporate and business 
matters, including reviewing and drafting 
general and limited partnership, operating, and  
shareholder’s agreements, forming and dissolving 
entities, facilitating the purchase and sale of 
businesses, and counseling on bulk sale transfers

ASSOCIATIONS
•	 California State Bar
•	 Los Angeles County Bar Association

EDUCATION
•	 Whittier School of Law, Juris Doctor, 1998
•	 University of California at Los Angeles, Bachelor of 

Arts in Political Science, 1993



 
 

September 20, 2012 
DAVID KAHN 

dkahn@publiclawgroup.com 
(415) 678-3810 

VIA EMAIL and OVERNIGHT DELIVERY 
Andre.dupret@cityofmaywood.org 
 
Andre Dupret 
Project Manager 
City of Maywood 
4319 E. Slauson Avenue 
Maywood, CA  90270 
 

Re: Response to RFP for Legal Counsel for the Oversight Board to the 
Successor Agency to the Maywood Community Redevelopment Agency 

Dear Mr. Dupret: 

Renne Sloan Holtzman Sakai LLP, Public Law Group™, is pleased to provide a proposal for 
legal representation for the Oversight Board to the Successor Agency to the Maywood Community 
Redevelopment Agency (“Oversight Board”). 

I would be the lead attorney for the project.  Below is my contact information: 

Firm Contact Info: Attorney Info 
Renne Sloan Holtzman Sakai LLP 
350 Sansome Street, Suite 300 
San Francisco, CA  94104 
(415) 678-3800 - main 
(415) 678-3838 - fax 

David Kahn, Partner 
(415) 678-3810 
dkahn@publiclawgroup.com 
 

Renne Sloan Holtzman Sakai LLP, Public Law Group™, is very well-qualified to provide legal 
counsel to the Oversight Board.  We offer extensive redevelopment experience, familiarity with 
ABx1 26 and AB 1484, and strong litigation capabilities. 

We look forward to the opportunity to provide legal services the Oversight Board.  Please feel 
free to contact me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

 
David Kahn 

DK:zc 
Attachment 
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I. APPROACH TO LEGAL SERVICES AND FIRM OVERVIEW 

Renne Sloan Holtzman Sakai LLP, Public Law Group™, is pleased to submit this proposal to 
provide legal services for the City of Maywood Oversight Board. 

We founded Renne Sloan Holtzman Sakai to provide effective, efficient, and creative legal services 
to meet the distinctive needs of local governments.  Our philosophy is to provide advice and 
representation that allows policy makers and boards to achieve their goals while minimizing legal 
risk.  We represent public agencies, including the State of California, the University of California, 
California State University, and numerous cities, counties and special districts, as well as school and 
community college districts.  We have extensive experience advising and representing public 
agencies on all areas of California Community Redevelopment Law, public contracts, affordable 
housing and real property law. The firm maintains offices in San Francisco and Sacramento, with 
satellite offices in Albany and Los Angeles. 

Attorneys on our General Government Team have decades of high-level experience representing 
public entities.  Louise Renne served as San Francisco’s City Attorney for sixteen (16) years, 
overseeing a 200-lawyer public law office and pioneering novel approaches to public law matters, 
and subsequently served as the City Attorney and Redevelopment Agency General Counsel for the 
City of Richmond.  Jonathan Holtzman worked for the City and County of San Francisco for fifteen 
(15) years in a variety of roles including Chief Deputy City Attorney and director of Policy and 
Labor for Mayor Willie L. Brown Jr.  David Kahn served as the City Attorney and Redevelopment 
Agency General Counsel for the City of Sunnyvale for seven (7) years, and prior to that served as 
Senior Deputy County Counsel for Santa Clara County for five (5) years, with redevelopment 
assignments.  Randy Riddle served as the City Attorney and Redevelopment Agency General 
Counsel for the City of Richmond, and previously served as lead attorney for the San Francisco 
Department of Elections, Chief of the San Francisco City Attorney’s Government Litigation Group 
and Chief Counsel to the California Secretary of State.  Teresa Stricker possesses extensive public 
law experience, and previously served as a San Francisco Deputy City Attorney specializing in 
general government law counseling and litigation, constitutional law, and appellate advocacy.  Scott 
Dickey serves as General Counsel to the San Francisco Community College District, and has served 
as the Chief Deputy City Attorney for the City of Richmond, and previously served as a San 
Francisco Deputy City Attorney specializing in general government law counseling, litigation, 
administrative law and appellate advocacy.  

Our General Government and Litigation Team brings together:  

• Extensive experience in the practice of municipal law; 

• Significant experience in land use and redevelopment law; 
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• Expertise in litigation, writ practice and appellate advocacy in state and federal courts; 

• Extensive experience appearing before and advising administrative bodies; 

• First-rate reputations within the legal community at local, state and federal levels; 

• Extensive experience providing legal advice to all municipal departments, including City 
Clerk, City Manager/Chief Administrative Officer, Community Development, Community 
Resources, Finance, Fire Administration, Housing, Personnel, Police Administration, 
Recreation and Parks, Public Works and Redevelopment; 

• Proven ability to develop and maintain critical relationships with political bodies, including 
city councils, boards of supervisors, other boards and commissions; and 

• Proven ability to proactively solve legal issues for city departments prior to reaching the 
litigation stage, and to communicate changes in the law effectively to city departments and 
officials. 

II. PROPOSED LEGAL COUNSEL FOR OVERSIGHT BOARD 
 
Although we work as a team, providing a network of legal support for our public sector clients 
across all of our practice areas, we are pleased to propose David Kahn as the primary provider of 
legal counsel services for the City of Maywood Oversight Board.  David brings extensive 
experience in the California Community Redevelopment Law, ABx1 26, public contracts, 
affordable housing, and real property law.  He joined the Public Law Group™ in 2012 immediately 
after 7 years as a Redevelopment Agency General Counsel and representing a Successor Agency 
and Oversight Board as counsel in 2012 to commence implementation of ABx1 26. 

David will have the ability to draw on internal Public Law Group™ resources for additional 
expertise in a variety of areas, including conflicts, and ethics matters.  Attached is David’s 
professional resume. 

A. Current Oversight Board Clients 

David represents the Oversight Boards of the City of Healdsburg, the City of Salinas, City of 
Petaluma, and the City of Santa Monica to advise on all aspects of ABx1 26 and AB 1484, 
Oversight Board responsibilities, and legal issues. To the extent that research and advice is equally 
applicable to all Oversight Boards represented, costs will be reduced by pro-rating the rate among 
the Boards. 
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Following is a brief description of David’s qualifications and experience. 

B. Legal Training and Bar Admissions 

David earned his J.D. from Boalt Hall Law School, University of California in 1980.  He was 
admitted to the Bars for the States of California and Washington in 1981 and 1988, respectively. In 
1998, David was admitted to the Bar of the United States Supreme Court. 

C. Public Entity Exper ience 

David has over 26 years of experience in representing public agencies at both the city and county 
level.  Most recently, he served as Sunnyvale (population 140,000) City Attorney and 
Redevelopment Agency General Counsel from 2005 to 2012.  Both the City Council and 
Redevelopment Agency are Brown Act boards and David advised at over 200 meetings of these 
boards.  David provided Brown Act instruction to the Leadership Sunnyvale class of prospective 
public officials for seven years.  As City Attorney, David advised the City Council, City Manager 
and all City departments. 

From 2000 to 2005, David was Senior Deputy County Counsel in Santa Clara County (population 
1,787,694).  In addition to substantial redevelopment work, David’s clients included the sheriff, 
Superior Court, airports, finance, tax collector and grand jury.  David successfully advised the 
Census 2000 Redistricting Committee through the politically sensitive redrawing of district 
boundaries. 

From 1995 to 2000, David was City Attorney of Mercer Island, Washington.  He advised and 
represented the City Council and Planning Commission, both subject to the Washington Open 
Meetings Law (the Brown Act equivalent in Washington). He provided legal advice to the Council 
and all City departments.  From 1988 to 1995, David was Chief of Litigation for Bellevue, 
Washington, a major economic center for the Puget Sound region.  In addition, he served as a 
Deputy City Attorney for the City and County of San Francisco from 1986 to 1988, representing the 
school district, Municipal Railway, police department and other city departments. 

D. Redevelopment and Related Exper ience 

David has the exceptional background of having substantively represented both a City and County 
in redevelopment matters and thus having a perspective on the legal and policy concerns of both a 
redevelopment agency and other taxing entity.  David’s experience with the California Community 
Redevelopment Law began in 2000, when he was part of a team representing Santa Clara County in 
a long-standing dispute over property tax increment from multiple redevelopment areas in the 
largest city in the County.  The issues included redevelopment area creation and expansion, 
statutory pass-through payments, definition of blight, and allocation of property tax increment 
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received by the redevelopment agency. Consequently, he worked extensively with the Community 
Redevelopment Law and appeared on behalf of the County in contested redevelopment hearings.    

As City Attorney for the City of Sunnyvale, David immediately became involved as Redevelopment 
Agency General Counsel with a major redevelopment project comprising the majority of the 
downtown area.  At the time of his hire, the area was blighted with a closed parking structure and a 
shuttered and empty mall.  Although a developer was in place, it defaulted on the project and David 
successfully negotiated a revised Development and Owner Participation Agreement and transfer of 
the Project.  The project is very complex, with future redevelopment tax increment funding public 
infrastructure and parking structures for the mixed use retail, commercial and residential project and 
public and private property ownership within the project area.  After approximately $300 million 
was invested in the project, the 2008 financial collapse resulted in the lender filing for foreclosure, 
the appointment of a receiver, and another renegotiation of the Development and Owner 
Participation Agreement and the ability to market the project.  David advised on all applicable 
aspects of the California Community Redevelopment Law during the seven years he served as 
General Counsel for the Redevelopment Agency on this project.  

With the initial passage of ABx1 26 David advised on the potential impacts of the legislation and 
advised on the Redevelopment Agency’s adoption of the “opt in” payment which would have 
allowed the continued existence of redevelopment agencies.  He monitored the filing and argument 
of the Matosantos case, in which the California Supreme Court affirmed ABx1 26 and found ABx1 
27 unconstitutional, resulting in the dissolution of redevelopment agencies and the creation of 
Successor Agencies and Oversight Boards.  Between January to May 2012, David advised the 
Sunnyvale Successor Agency and Oversight Board in the many actions and deadlines with the 
County and State, and in reviewing enforceable obligations and the Recognized Obligations 
Payment Schedule (ROPS). 

As City Attorney, David advised regularly on public contracts, affordable housing, public works, 
contracting and real property law.  The City of Sunnyvale has an Office of Affordable Housing 
which partners with non-profit housing providers to fund and construct affordable housing.  David 
initiated and successfully negotiated a partnership between the County of Santa Clara, the City of 
Sunnyvale and Mid-Pen Housing to resolve a redevelopment dispute and construct a new 120 unit 
senior affordable housing development. 

David is prepared to undertake all legal duties for the Oversight Board, including: 

• Serving as counsel at all Oversight Board meetings and responding to all Brown Act, conflict of 
interest, parliamentary procedure, and other legal issues. 

• Providing legal advice and guidance on ABx1 26 and AB 1484 obligations and responsibilities 
of the Oversight Board, as well as its fiduciary responsibilities. 
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• Providing legal advice and counsel on ABx1 26 and AB 1484 issues and mandatory/ 
discretionary actions before the Oversight Board. 

• Providing legal advice on the Oversight Board’s relationship with the Successor Agency. 

• Providing thorough legal opinions as requested by the Oversight Board. 

• Responding promptly to requests for other duties within the scope of the Oversight Board. 

David has experience in working with elected officials with divergent viewpoints and policy goals. 

III. WORK PLAN 
 
Upon appointment as counsel to the Oversight Board, the work plan (subject to client direction) 
may include: 

• Review of the City of Maywood Successor Agency redevelopment projects and status. 

• Review of financing of the City of Maywood Successor Agency redevelopment projects. 

• Review of Enforceable Obligations Payment Schedule and Recognized Obligations Payment 
Schedule for Successor Agency and Department of Finance responses. 

• Review of Affordable Housing projects and status and Department of Finance responses. 

• Establishment of communication protocols with Oversight Board counsel. 

• Research and advice on Oversight Board responsibilities and discretion on transfer of assets, 
due diligence reviews, agency wind-down, amendment or termination of prior RDA agreements, 
and obtaining a Certificate of Completion from the Department of Finance. 
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IV. REFERENCES 
 

City/County Reference Description of Work 

City of Healdsburg 
401 Grove Street 
Healdsburg, CA  94086 

 

David Mickaelian 
Assistant City Manager 
(707) 431-3318 
dmickaelian@ci.healdsburg.ca.us 

Counsel to the Oversight 
Board on all ABx1 26 and AB 
1484 matters 

City of Sunnyvale 
Sunnyvale City Hall 
456 W. Olive Avenue 
Sunnyvale, CA  94086 
 

Gary Luebbers 
City Manager 
(408) 730-7242 
gluebbers@ci.sunnyvale.ca.us 
 

Represented for four years in 
his capacity as City Manager; 
advised weekly on multiple 
finance, redevelopment and 
city legal issues.  

City of Sunnyvale 
Sunnyvale City Hall 
456 W. Olive Avenue 
Sunnyvale, CA  94086 
 

Grace Leung 
Finance Director and Oversight Board 
Member 
(408) 730-7398 
gleung@ci.sunnyvale.ca.us 

Advised for 4 years as Finance 
Director on redevelopment, 
ABx1 26, successor agency 
and oversight board issues. 

County of Santa Clara 
70 W. Hedding Street 
San Jose, CA  95110 
 

John Guthrie 
RDA Consultant (Former Finance Director) 
Finance Department 
(408) 299-5200 
John.Guthrie@fin.sccgov.org 

Advised for 5 years as County 
Finance Director on finance, 
tax, and redevelopment 
matters. 

V. CONFLICTS STATEMENT 
 
We know of no current or potential conflicts of interest that would prevent us from providing legal 
services to the City of Maywood Oversight Board. 

VI. FEE PROPOSAL 
 
The Firm will bill the City of Maywood for professional services at our public agency discounted 
hourly billing rate.1

                                                 
1 These rates are reviewed and may be modified every year, generally in January. 

  David Kahn’s discounted hourly rate for this project will be $285 per hour.  
David currently is counsel to four other Oversight Boards.  To the extent that research or work is 
equally applicable to all oversight boards, the hourly rate will be pro-rated based on the total 
number of oversight boards represented.  Our associate rates depend on the associate’s years of 
experience out of law school and the rates are $205 to $285 per hour.  Paralegals are billed at $95 to 
$125 per hour.  Billing is done in 1/10s of an hour increments. 

mailto:dmickaelian@ci.healdsburg.ca.us�
mailto:gluebbers@ci.sunnyvale.ca.us�
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In addition, the Firm charges separately for certain costs incurred in the representation, as well as 
for any disbursements to third parties made on a client’s behalf.  Such costs and disbursements 
include, for example, the following: travel-related expenses (including airfare), computer-assisted 
research, transcription, overnight delivery and messenger services.  The Firm also bills for time 
spent traveling on a client’s behalf at our normal hourly rates.  However, for the Oversight Board, 
travel time will be billed from Ontario Airport to the City of Maywood offices. 

We will bill you on a monthly basis for services performed and costs incurred.  Payment is due 
within 30 days of the date an invoice is rendered.  Past due amounts will be shown on the invoice. 

You may terminate our services at any time, subject to any applicable requirements for withdrawal 
of counsel imposed by a tribunal.  The Firm reserves the right to withdraw from the representation 
for failure of the client to make timely payment of fees, costs, and disbursements in accordance with 
the fee arrangement described in this letter, or for any other reason permitted by the applicable 
Rules of Professional Conduct. 

 

 



 

Resume of David Kahn 
 



  

 

SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE  
t: 415.678.3800 

f: 415.678.3838 

dkahn@publiclawgroup.com 

 
PRACTICE AREAS 

Government Law and Litigation 

General Counsel to Public Agencies 

Redevelopment (Successor 
Agencies and Oversight Boards) 

Land Use and Development 

Sustainability 

CEQA 

 

BAR ADMISSION 
California 

Washington (Inactive) 

Navajo Nation (Inactive) 

 

EDUCATION 
Boalt Hall Law School, University of 

California, Berkeley, J.D. 

University of California, Santa Cruz, 
B.A. 

 

David Kahn 

Partner 
EXPERIENCE 

Mr. Kahn advises and represents both public agency and private clients on 
public agency law, redevelopment, and land use issues. Mr. Kahn brings to 
his clients over 30 years of public agency experience and creative solutions 
to complex public issues and public-private partnerships. He has 
represented both a City and a County on redevelopment issues and can 
bring that unique perspective to current redevelopment successor agency 
wind-down issues and oversight boards. As City Attorney for Sunnyvale, 
California and Mercer Island, Washington, Mr. Kahn represented and 
advised City Councils and City Managers, in addition to planning, human 
resources, police and fire, finance, and public works departments. Mr. 
Kahn’s experience as Senior Deputy County Counsel for Santa Clara 
County included representation of the sheriff’s department, Superior Court 
judges, grand jury, County airports, finance and tax collector. He has 
advised on Brown Act, California Public Records Act, and Conflict of 
Interest regulations. He has also been the legal advisor to citizen 
committees such as the Census 2000 County Redistricting Committee and 
Charter Review Committees. Mr. Kahn also has substantial appellate 
advocacy experience. Mr. Kahn received the 2003 County Counsel 
Litigation Award, and is rated AV-Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell. 

Some of the cases and issues Mr. Kahn has provided advice and 
representation on include: 

 Complex $750 million redevelopment project of downtown. 
Representation included removal of defaulting developer, 
renegotiation of development agreement, environmental 
remediation and coordination with Regional Water Quality Control 
Board, and creative solutions to continue Project progress during 
2008-09 economic downturn. 

 Closure and re-use of military base in City. 

 Advising City Councils for 12 years, including on controversial 
issues such as medical marijuana, group housing and campaign 
finance reform ordinances. 

 Challenges under CEQA to City projects. 

 Negotiations on behalf of City with County and Affordable Housing 
Agency leading to partnership and construction of senior affordable 
housing at County Clinic site. 

 Representation of County in 2003 PGE bankruptcy litigation. 



  

 Representation of County in binding arbitration for airport operator 
lease payment dispute. 

 Trial and appellate counsel for County in Subdivision Map Act 
litigation. 

 Representation of City in litigation to preserve historical restaurant 
and tavern from nuisance challenge. 

 Representation of police officer at Inquest Hearing for first officer-
involved shooting fatality in City. 

Related Experience 

Immediately prior to joining Renne Sloan Holtzman Sakai, Mr. Kahn was 
City Attorney/Redevelopment Agency General Counsel for the City of 
Sunnyvale for seven years and handled the complete range of government 
law issues. From 2000-2005, Mr. Kahn was Senior Deputy County Counsel 
for the County of Santa Clara. From 1995 to 2005, Mr. Kahn served as City 
Attorney for the City of Mercer Island, Washington. Mr. Kahn was Deputy 
City Attorney/Chief of Litigation for Bellevue, Washington, from 1988-2007, 
where he litigated a number of high profile cases and provided appellate 
advocacy in both the Court of Appeals and Washington Supreme Court. Mr. 
Kahn began his city attorney experience with the City and County of San 
Francisco, where he was a team leader for a litigation team representing 
the police department, school district, MUNI and public works department. 
Mr. Kahn was also a Deputy Public Defender for Santa Clara County, 
where he tried both felony and misdemeanor matters. 

During law school, Mr. Kahn was an extern to the Chief Justice of the 
Alaska Supreme Court, as well as a law clerk with DNA Legal Services on 
the Navajo Nation. Prior to law school, Mr. Kahn was a VISTA Volunteer 
with Community Legal Services in San Jose. 

Reported Appellate Cases 

 Pfeiffer v. City of Sunnyvale, 200 Cal. App. 4th 1552 (2011) 

 Trinity Park LP v. City of Sunnyvale, 193 Cal. App 4th 1014 (2011) 

 Sunnyvale West Neighborhood Assoc. v. City of Sunnyvale City 
Council, 190 Cal. App. 4th 1351 (2010) 

 Van’t Rood v. County of Santa Clara, 113 Cal. App. 4th 549 (2003) 

 Zilog v. Superior Court, 86 Cal. App. 4th 1309 (2001) 

 Lillian F. v. Superior Court, 160 Cal. App. 3d 314 (1984) 

 Peterson v. City of Bellevue, 56 Wash. App. 1 (1989) 

 Crippen v. City of Bellevue, 61 Wash. App. 251, cert. denied 117 
Wash. 2d 1015(1991) 



  

 

 Rozner v. City of Bellevue, 116 Wash. 2d 342 (1991) 

 IAFF v. City of Bellevue, 119 Wash. 2d 373 (1992) 

 Mull v. City of Bellevue, 65 Wash. App. 245 (1992) 

 Bellevue 120th Associates v. City of Bellevue, 65 Wash. App. 594, 
cert. denied 818 P. 2d 1098 

Professional Activities 
 California League of Cities, City Attorney Division, Brown Act 

Committee (2011-present) 

 California League of Cities, City Attorney Division, Nominating 
Committee (2011) 

 California League of Cities Legal Advocacy Committee (2007-09) 

 Santa Clara County Bar Association Judiciary Committee (2001-02) 

 Washington State Bar Association, Trustee 

 Member, United States District Court Magistrate Judge Selection 
Committee 

 Chair, United States District Court Pro Bono Committee (1996-
1998) 
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